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The University of Wales Trinity Saint David’s (‘the UWTSD’) Royal Charter is the oldest
in England and Wales after the universities of Oxford and Cambridge.

The Academy of Sinology (‘the Academy’) was jointly established by the Chin Kung
Multicultural Education Foundation (‘the Foundation’) and the UWTSD in 2016. Based
on the United Kingdom and the UWTSD educational frameworks, the Academy offers
postgraduate, undergraduate and foundation programmes. Teaching is centred on pre-
modern Chinese texts with an immersive, focussed learning approach — only one module
is taught at any one time — allowing students to explore each module in depth. The aim is
to develop educators with strong ethical orientation, well-developed academic knowledge
and skills, and the ability to promote cross-cultural dialogue for global harmony. The
Academy adopts English-Chinese bilingual teaching with 80 percent of the lectures
delivered in Chinese and 20 percent in English; 60 percent of the assessments are
conducted in Chinese and 40 percent in English.
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1. Admissions overview
1322 BB

The Academy welcomes applicants from around the world who wish to learn and
contribute to traditional Chinese studies. Applicants who fulfil the admission
requirements have to go through two processes (see 5. Application processes below) to
be admitted: the Foundation process and the UWTSD process.
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2. Undergraduate modules
2.0 kAR

Undergraduate modules focus on historical linguistic subjects — Philology, Phonology
and Exegesis — and applied subjects, including the moral education of Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Daoism, the Four Books and the Five Classics. This is to enable students
to gain basic knowledge and skills to conduct research in Sinology, and understand the
philosophical ideas, historical developments, ethical guidelines, and moral cultivation of
Confucianism, Buddhism and Daoism. There is a focus on concurrent learning and
practice to realise the sage teachings and moral values in daily life, which provides
training for further study and application of Sinology.

Modules include

BA 1:

* An Introduction to Traditional Chinese Morality and Ethics in Education I,
Sinological English I: A History of Chinese Classical Scholarship,
Graphical and Etymological Study of Sinograms,

The Four Books,

* Selected Readings from the Canon of Poetry,

BA2:

* Traditional Chinese Morality and Ethics in Education II,

Sinological English II: Translation of Daoist Literature,

Cultural and Intellectual Discourse of the Records of Ritual,

Phonology,

The Daodejing,

BA 3:

* Traditional Chinese Moral and Ethical Education III,

Sinological English III: Translation of Confucian and Buddhist Literature,
The Canon of Change,

* Exegesis,

Dissertation: Sinology.

Upon the successful completion of this course, the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in
Sinology will be awarded by the University of Wales Trinity Saint David.
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3. Study duration
3EY gy En

The undergraduate programme is undertaken full-time on campus over three years, with
a maximum period of five years (including interruption of studies and retention of student
status).
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4. Admission requirements
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Applicants must have completed at least a senior high school qualification!, or an
equivalent qualification from an approved degree awarding body. Scanned copies of the
qualifications and academic transcripts must be submitted with the application.

Senior high school students who have recently graduated must submit successive years
of academic transcripts with the application forms. A copy of the senior high school
diploma must be submitted when received in July 2027.
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Students who are in their penultimate year of senior high school are also welcome to
apply for the undergraduate programme. Please provide scanned copies of successive
years of academic transcripts and your student ID along with the application forms. A
copy of the senior high school diploma and final academic transcripts may be submitted
in the following year if the suitability and academic assessments are successfully
completed this year.

1 The Academy of Sinology reserves the right to refuse a qualification that is obtained through an online
programme.
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(1) Chinese proficiency requirements include listening, speaking, reading, and writing in
both modern and classical Chinese. For modern Chinese, one has to reach at least the
level equivalent to Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) level 6 (applicants who have not
completed their primary, secondary, or university education through the medium of
Chinese are required to provide HSK or an equivalent proof of Chinese language
proficiency). For classical Chinese, one has to score at least 60 in the academic
examination held by the Foundation.
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(2) The applicant must participate in the online academic examination organised by the
Academy and achieve a passing grade.
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(3) Successful completion of the whole course of the in-person pre-sessional workshop
held by the Foundation and the suitability assessment included in the workshop.
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(4) Regarding English proficiency, applicants must achieve a minimum Academic I[ELTS
score of 6.0 overall, with a minimum score of 5.5 in each of the four components (reading,
writing, listening and speaking) by 31 July 2027, or attain a UK ENIC approved
qualification from an English-speaking country. Please note that the UWTSD will only
accept IELTS certificates from a UKVI-approved test centre and applicants must select
the “IELTS for UKVI and Immigration Academic” category. For a list of approved
centres, click here.

It is recommended that applicants start preparing for the IELTS exam in advance
and meet the university's required IELTS score by 31 July 2027.

Applicants may prepare independently for the IELTS examination until they
achieve a passing score. They may also choose to attend the university’s Pre-
Sessional English course after obtaining an IELTS score of 4.5 or above. If they pass
the final examination of the course, they will be recognised by the university as
having met the English language proficiency requirement.

Details of the language programme are as follows:

Applicants who achieve an overall IELTS score of 4.5 (no component lower than 4.0) are
eligible to apply for the Pre-Sessional English course. The Pre-Sessional English course
is available in three durations: 6 weeks, 12 weeks, and 16 weeks. The actual length of
study required will depend on the applicant’s IELTS score.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-applying-for-uk-visa-approved-english-language-tests

As applicants need to meet the university’s English language requirement by 31 July
2027, please book the Pre-Sessional English course by the following dates according to
the required duration. The IELTS score requirement for each course duration is as
follows:
o 16-week course: overall IELTS score of 4.5 (no component lower than 4.0), apply
by mid-March;
e 12-week course: overall IELTS score of 5.0 (no component lower than 4.5), apply
by mid-April;
o 6-week course: overall IELTS score of 5.5 (no component lower than 5.0), apply
by early June.
For further enquiries, please contact sinology@uwtsd.ac.uk.
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5. Application processes
S.4F 3 in AR

5-1. The Foundation process
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5-1-1. Application via email

Applications are now open. Please complete the online Chinese application form and
submit an English application form, a personal statement in classical Chinese, an
academic reference letter, identification and qualification documents, etc., as per the
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Academic year 2027-2028 admission application Document Checklist, in PDF format and
send them to the email address below by 31 March 2027:
sinology@uwtsd.ac.uk (Academy of Sinology)

Applicants who have applied before 1 May 2026 may follow the following
examination schedule:

Academic Examination (online): 67 November 2026
Academic Examination (online): 14-15 May 2027

Suitability Assessment (in-person): 1-21 July 2026
Suitability Assessment (in-person): 1-21 July 2027

Examination schedule for applicants who have applied between 1 May 2026 and 30
September 2026:

Academic Examination (online): 67 November 2026
Academic Examination (online): 14-15 May 2027

Suitability Assessment (in-person): 1-21 July 2027

Examination schedule for applicants who have applied between 1 October 2026 and
31 March 2027:

Academic Examination (online): 14-15 May 2027

Suitability Assessment (in-person): 1-21 July 2027

Note:

€ When submitting your application, please indicate your preferred examination
schedule on the online application form. All dates listed above are available. For example,
if you select the first round of academic examinations and choose to take the test on 6-7
November 2026, and do not pass, you may still register for the examination on 14-15 May
2027. Alternatively, you may directly select the examination on 14-15 May 2027;
however, this will count as your sole opportunity. The same rule applies to the Suitability
Assessment.

€ Retake Policy for the Academic Examination:

If a candidate fails to achieve a passing score in any subject of the academic examination,
they may register again for that subject on one of the retake dates organised by the
Academy of Sinology to obtain a passing grade and qualify for admission.

Upon receiving your results from the Academy, if you wish to retake an examination,
please complete the online application form again and select the subject(s) you wish to
take.

4 Validity of Results:

Academic Exam results and Suitability Assessment results are valid for two years,
covering admission in 2027-2028 or 2028-2029. Admission after this period requires
retaking both assessments.
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4 Examination content and regulations are detailed below in Sections 5-1-2 Academic
Examination and 5-1-3 Suitability Assessment.
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Further details:

i.  Please complete the online Chinese application form here. Complete the English
application form, which can be downloaded here.

ii.  The personal statement of approximately 800 characters must be handwritten in
classical Chinese and traditional Chinese characters. The statement should outline
prior learning and experiences in Sinology. Please scan the document as a PDF
file.

iii.  The academic reference letter may be provided by a school teacher or an academic
of a discipline related to Sinology, and must be on headed paper from the
institution where the latest qualification was obtained. The letter must be provided
in both Chinese and English, signed and dated by the referee with their contact
number and email address, stamped by the institution. Their signature can be in
either Chinese or English.

iv.  Please refer to the document checklist here (please scroll to the bottom of the
page) for the requirements on identification and qualification documents.

v.  Please follow the file naming specifications as per the document checklist and
compress all files into a single folder before sending to the above-mentioned email
accounts.

vi.  Please note the Academy does not accept late or incomplete applications.
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5-1-2. Academic Examination:

The Academy will conduct a preliminary selection of applicants based on their
application materials and inform qualified applicants via email to attend an online
academic examination. Applicants will be notified of any changes to the assessment date.
The academic examination outcomes will be released several days after the exam.
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Further details:
The academic examination consists of three components:
1. Classical Chinese competency: the use of punctuation, translation and essay
writing.
Applicants will be asked to add modern punctuation to a passage of classical
Chinese text without punctuation, translate a passage into vernacular Chinese,
and write an argumentative essay in classical Chinese on a given topic.

1. Recitation of ancient texts: the Dizi gui % + *R, the Taishang ganying pian
~ R &K, the Shi shan ye dao jing + & ¥ i %5, the Daxue ~ % and the
Zhongyong ® K .

These texts can be downloaded here (please scroll to the bottom of the page).
The examiner will start by reciting one or two lines from a classical text. The
applicant is then required to continue the recitation from memory until
instructed to stop by the examiner.

1il. Explication of a primer: Applicants can select from one of the 21 primers in
the Becoming a Sage series for explication. The texts can be downloaded here
(please scroll to the bottom of the page).
The examiner will provide a set of questions, each accompanied by a
passage from classical texts and several sub-questions. Applicants are
required to respond or elaborate on the spot according to the prompts.
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5-1-3. Suitability Assessment

The Academy will inform qualified applicants via email to participate in the free in-
person pre-sessional workshop conducted by the Foundation. Suitability Assessment is
completed during the workshop. It includes team spirit, interpersonal interactions and
attendance to matters. Based on the assessment results, the list of successful applicants
will be released several days after the course.
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5-2. UWTSD process
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5-2-1. Application online
Applicants who have passed the above process must apply to the UWTSD online. Link
will be provided later.
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5-2-2. Academic interview

Applicants who have passed the above process and applied online will receive a
conditional offer letter from the University. They will then need to undertake an online
academic interview conducted by the University in English, which will be held on 30-31
July 2027. Applicants will be informed of their specific interview time.
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5-2-3. Unconditional offer

Applicants who have successfully passed the University interview, attained satisfactory
IELTS scores and fulfilled all requirements as set out in the conditional offer letter will
receive an unconditional offer letter from UWTSD. The Academy will then contact
applicants to assist with their visa application.
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6. Tuition and accommodation fees
6.FFEEFT

Undergraduate Tuition Fees:

According to the tuition fees announced for the 2026-2027 academic year, the tuition
fee for UK domestic students is £9,535, while the fee for international students is
£15,600. Universities adjust tuition fees on a yearly basis, and the actual fee is
determined by the year of enrolment. The above figures are for reference only.

Students are required to cover their own accommodation and meal expenses. For further
information please visit the Academy of Sinology Chinese website here.
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7. Scholarship and student loan
TRELANE PR

The Chin Kung Multicultural Education Foundation offers scholarships or student loans
to applicants who have attained excellent results in their suitability and academic
examinations and require financial assistance. The financial assistance covers the tuition,
accommodation and catered meal fees but does not include travel and daily living
expenses. Both the scholarship and student loan are directly paid by the Foundation to the
University. Scholarship students do not have to pay back the scholarship, while students
receiving the student loan will need to repay the loan, which is non-interest bearing,
within 3 to 5 years after they finish their studies.

Applicants who wish to apply for either the scholarship or student loan should contact the
Chin Kung Multicultural Education Foundation at ametofofoundationl7@gmail.com
after receiving news of passing the academic interview.

Based on the applicant’s preferences and their overall performance in the suitability and
academic examinations, the Chin Kung Multicultural Education Foundation will decide
which financial aid is granted. If a scholarship applicant does not satisfy the scholarship
criteria but meets the student loan criteria, they will be advised to apply for the student
loan instead. Upon successful application of either the scholarship or student loan, the
Foundation will issue a financial sponsorship letter to the applicant for their University
enrolment.
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The Academy of Sinology has newly established the 'Sinology Lecture Practice Award'
and ‘Sinology Academic Essay Award’ for undergraduate students. For details, please
visit the official website of the Academy.
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8. Additional notes
8. %L

(1) For the latest news on admissions please refer to the Academy of Sinology website:
https://www.sinology.org.uk/home/enrolment/category?cid=168.
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https://www.sinology.org.uk/home/enrolment/category?cid=168 -

(2) We recommend that applicants continue to attend the National College Entrance
Examination and apply for universities in the event they are unsuccessful in the
Academy’s admission process.
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(3) 2027-2028 Academic Year Admissions Information for the BA (Hons) Sinology
(Humanistic Education) Programme at the Academy of Sinology (English-Taught):
Please refer to the following links for details: https://www.uwtsd.ac.uk/programme-
courses/undergraduate/philosophy-theology-and-religious-studies/sinology-humanistic
or http://www.sinology.org.uk/home/enrolment/category?cid=126

International students applying for the BA (Hons) Sinology (Humanistic Education)
Programme may apply for scholarship or student loan awarded by the Chin Kung
Multicultural Education Foundation. Applicants are required to participate in the free
in-person pre-sessional workshop conducted by the Foundation between late July and
late August 2025 and pass the suitability assessment to be awarded a scholarship or
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student loan. After being awarded the scholarship or student loan, students must
participate in communal living and learning at the Academy of Sinology during their
studies. Their overall performance (including adherence to the Handbook of Virtue) will
be assessed by the class tutor. Those who meet the standards may apply to extend the
scholarship or student loan for the next year of study. Interested applicants may contact
sinology(@uwtsd.ac.uk for more information.

Students of the BA (Hons) Sinology (Humanistic Education) Programme are also
eligible to apply for the 'Sinology Lecture Practice Award’ and ‘Sinology Academic
Essay Award.’ For details, please refer to the official website of the Academy.
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(4) For further enquiries, please contact the Academy at sinology@uwtsd.ac.uk
(4) #p B F® 8835379 © sinology@uwtsd.ac.uk

Academy of Sinology UWTSD 16 February 2026
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